REFLECTIONS

Does the Bible talk about peer pressure? Read the following excerpt
from an old radio program by Virginia Brandt Berg.
One of the most compelling
stories in God’s Word is about four
teenagers in the first chapter of
(From Meditation Moments #16.)
the Book of Daniel. For
Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon,
had asked for “some of the children of Israel … in whom there
was no blemish, but good-looking,
gifted in all wisdom, possessing
knowledge and quick to understand, who had ability to serve in
the king’s palace.”* The king’s eunuchs were to teach these young
men the learning and language of
the Chaldeans, to take these
Israelite teens and make them real
Babylonians.
It goes on to say, “The king appointed them a daily portion of the
king’s meat and of the wine which
he drank, so nourishing them three
You have chosen the years,” and at the end of that time they were to stand before the king.
These young men were Daniel and Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, and Nebuchadnezzar
roughest road, but it
was a king given to the cruelest of atrocities. But young Daniel “purposed in his heart that he
leads straight to the
would not defile himself with the portion of the king’s delicacies, nor with the wine which he
hilltops.
—John Bunyan drank.” [Note: The Israelites were forbidden by Old Testament laws to eat certain foods.] “Therefore,
hilltops.—
he requested of the chief of the eunuchs that he might not defile himself. Now God had brought
If God has called you, Daniel into the favor and goodwill of the prince of the eunuchs.”
“And the chief of the eunuchs said to Daniel,‘I fear my lord the king … for why should he see
don’t spend time lookyour
faces looking worse than the young men who are your age? Then you would endanger my
ing over your shoulder
head
before the king.’” Then Daniel and Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego made up their minds
to see who is following.
that they would not partake of the king’s dainties. Daniel asked if for 10 days they could just eat
their own food; then the chief of the eunuchs could judge which was better.
Let it be known on
At the end of the ten days “their features appeared better and fatter in flesh than all the
whose side you are. If young men who ate the portion of the king’s delicacies.” It goes on to say, “As for these four
others can’t tell, some- young men, God gave knowledge and skill in all literature and wisdom; and Daniel had understanding in all visions and dreams.” Then later, when Nebuchadnezzar called for the four, “in all
thing is wrong.
matters of wisdom and understanding about which the king examined them, he found them
Last, but by no means ten times better than all the magicians and astrologers that were in all his realm.” And because
Daniel wouldn’t compromise, in the long run he was exalted above all the king’s other counseleast, have courage— lors.
moral courage , the
It’s a wonderful story—how fearless these young men were! It seemed as though much
courage of one’s con- more could have been theirs if they had been willing to conform to the Babylonian way of life,
victions, the courage but they wouldn’t!
So many young people want to belong; they want to be accepted. But this story shows how
to see things through.
a
small
decision can have a great effect in the years to come. If Daniel and his friends had comThe world is in a conpromised early in life, they would not have stood their ground later. There would never have
stant conspiracy
been the wonderful stories of Daniel in the lions’ den, or of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego
against the brave. It’s in the fiery furnace.
the age-old struggle—
At the entrance to any line of action that calls for a change to a higher level of conduct, there
the roar of the crowd stands this decision: whether or not you’re going to stand out for Jesus Christ and the only real
on one side and the standard for today, the Word of God; or whether you are going to do that which is expedient,
voice of your con- and compromise.
There’s an allegiance that is one and undivided in the Christian. It’s a devoted, dedicated
science on the other
.—
other.—
life—a life surrendered to the Christian ideal. Therein lies its power.
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* The Bible verses are from the New International Version and the King James Version.

Compromise and conformity, peer pressure.

